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Thursday, 24th May, 1827, 
WBe SHABDBWALWS BBAINWBIPLHs 
THE HYPOCRITE, 


1 in. BOMBASTES FURIOSO, AND PAST TEN O’CLOCK. 
ra Tue biting satirical Play of “ The Hypoérite,” was performed here 
F the with unbounded applause for the benefit of Mr. Sherwin, and toa 
yo pretty full house. This gentleman is deservedly a favorite ; but his 
sery idolatry to the “ gods,” will send him to the shades below, unless he 
the uts his faith in more exalted deities. This Comedy written by Isaac 
ee Bickerstaff is an admirable exposure of cant, profanely called religi- 
dour ous ; it unmasks the sanctity of those who are always seeming to 
hose over righteous, and who consider it a foul crime either to touch a card 
a4 or coloured ribbon, but who do not scruple to dip their hands pretty 
culty deep into the pockets of their dupes on all occasions. ‘the charac- 
essof ters in this Comedy are drawn somewhat too strong to appear natural ; 
ge } nor is the business any more than the qualities assigned to each cha~ 


etd racter within the ordinary range of re ability. The character of Sir 
ee John Lambert was exceedingly well performed by Mr. Smith, he was 
1 


rant completely what the author intended, namely, a credulous old dotard, 
tote: bigoted, revengeful, and malignant—Mr. Smith not only played the 
\ low admirably, but looked the character Bickerstaff had created for 
aioe um. Itis a rare instance, but we have known such an one, to find a 
a the pongo of the rank and education of Sir John Lambert, taking into 

avour to the —:lusion of his own children, who are highly accom- 
plished, an” < deficient in filial affection, a low canting sectarian 
preacher —.t so it is, such are the imperfections of human nature ; 
that Dr _.twell himself, should prove in the end to be half hypocrite, 
and ha.’ . ully, or both completely, is not to be wondered at, for many 
of these prot ro. enthusiasts are the most abandoned characters in ex- 
istence, stained with every crime in the catalogue of mankind, No 
sooner do they give it out that they have had “A Call,” but flocks of 
roien dupescrowd to their standard, a pulpit is speedily erected from whence 
issues a deluge of blasphemy and absurdity ; thence follows excita- 
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tions called religious; proselytes once gained, others get the call, and 
the mania once set a going, principles the most subversive of all or- 
der and-marglity are-scattered through the universe ; this is fully 
shewn in the-charaeter of Maw-worm, the rigid disciple of his worthy 
friend and master, Cantwell ; religion, genuinereligion it is very clear, 
has no place in Aes breast, from the very circumstance of his ealing 
out frightful denungiations-upon all around him, and his eager readi- 
ness to "fk against persons; guilty of an infraction of the Statute 
made and provided against swearing. 
Mr. Sherwin supported the character of Maw-worm in masterly 
style, no other actor could exceed him in merit, with the exception of 
Liston—Mr. Sherwin throughout was strictly correct in the various 
re es of the Play,—his delivery of the celebrated’ Sermon from 
hind the screen was excellent, and convulsed the house with laugh- 
ter, it was very foolishly we think encored, and then Mr, Sherwin lost 
himself in complete buffoonery ; his addition to’ the Sermon, of the 
words, “ you are all humbugss,” is a proof of it—now if his congre- 
gation the audience are Humbugs, they dont like to be told of it, 
although God knows they have given us some pretty good samples 
of it this season. Mr. Wharton's Dr. Cantwell was a positive failure, 
we hoped to have seen Mr, Wharton in this character (Dowton’s) to 
eat advantage, but we were woefully disappointed. The old lady 
bert of Mrs, Watkinson, and the young lady Lambert of Mrs. 
Brudenell, were highly creditable, the other characters did not soar 
beyond mediocrity. 

e Interlude of Bombastes Furioso followed, and was well per- 
formed. The Evenings amusements concluded with the Farce of past 
Ten o'Clock, it is a piece of great absurdity, and not worthy a dip of 
ink from the pen of the Critic. ‘lhe produce of the house we believe 
did not exceed the sum of £80, 





Saturday Evening, May 26rh, 1827. 
MR. J. HUNT’S BENEFIT. 


Tris old and favourite servant of the public took his Benefit this Evening, and it 
did honor to the liberality of a Norwich audience in the produce of the house, which 
exceeded £90. Mr. Hunt in his situation as box-keeper, which he has held nearly 
seventeen years, with the greatest credit to himself and profit to his employers, 
richly deserves public patronage and support, he is always courteous and obliging, 
and 1s strictly gentlemanly in his deportment to every individual, being as much 
esteemed in private as in public life. The play chosen tor this night was the Royal 
@ak, interspersed with music, and was upon the whole most ably rustained. The 
new Interlude of the ‘‘ Secret’’ followed, and excited as much«merriment as on its 
first night of its performance, we think Mrs. Brudenell is not fairly used, in having 
4o sustain all Mrs Hannam’s characters as well as her own, we Know not whether 
this lady is in existence or not, for nothing is ever said about her,—there is Mrs. Ura- 
nell, youmust have her or go without—we wonder they don’t set the Spanish Song, 
*¢ Tragala ’’ (dog swallow it) to Music, and sing that—poor Ferdinand of Spain has 
heard it often enough. 

The old and laughable farce of “ A Budget of Blunders ’’ concluded the evenings 
amusements, in which Mr. Hamerton as Le Docteur Dablancour, performed his 
part with admirable spirit, we have heard this gentleman is about to leave the com- 
pany, we hope it is not true, for in many characters of which this is one, it would be 
a very difficult matter adequately to supply his place. Mr, Wharton and Mr. Sher- 
win were as usual in such pieces beyond praise; 
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Monday Evening, May 28th, 1827. 
M R, MUELLER’S BENEFTT. 


Tu1s gentleman known to the Public as the Leader and Composer at the Nor- 
wich Theatre, and as a man of considerable eminence in his profession, chose the 
first part of Shakspeare’s play of Henry the Fourth for his Benefit. The selection 
was good inasmuch asit presented to our notice, Mr. Arlan in the distinguished cha- 
racter of Hotspur, and with him rested the ig. Feresne with however the exception 
of Mr. Balls, as the Prince of Wales. Mr. Wharton as Sir John Falstaff, dressed 
the part well, and that is all we can Say in his praise, he rolled about the stage like 
an empty rum Puncheon, and made the character fifty times over more ridiculous 
than Shakspeare ever intended it to be, on the whole the play went over very 
heavily, and excited but little interest—not so the Grand Musical Olio, the Overture 
to which was admirably performed. 





Monpay, May 28th, 1827. 


THEATRICAL FRACAS: 


Dvrine the first part of the Grand Musical Olio, and immedi- 
ately after the delightful Sacred Duet, from the Opera of “ Mose 
in Egitto,” Mr. Sherwin came forward, ill-timed enough, in this 
Olio, and sang, what he calls, “ London Improvements,” a song of 
five or six verses, in each of which-verse he introduced, whether 


from the composer or not we cannot say, a blasphemous oath! At 


first the introduction of this monstrous imroad, after as fine a Duet 
as we ever heard, was but slightly noticed, but before Mr. Sherwin 
got through with his task, a considerable portion of the enlightened 

art of the audience rose, and indignantly scouted the production. 

he Editor of the Observer, hearing and witnessing expressions of 
anger, which did honour to the hearts and heads of those who ut- 
tered them, joined vociferonsly in the outcry against this want of 
common decency, the song wasin part put down, however, Mr. 
Sherwin’s friends the -* Sovereign People,” would have it over 
ao the consequence of his compliance brought down upon Mr. 
Sherwin the merited censure of at least One Hundred of the most 
respectable partof the audience. The Editor of this work, em- 
boldened by their expressions of indignity, rose and came forward 
nearly to the front of the box in the dress circle, and addressed the 
house nearly to the following effect, amidst astounding uproar :— 


Lapigs AND GENTLEMEN, 


Ir there was not one individual in this house to support me, I 
would, regardless of all clamour, stand forward as T now do, and 
protest in the name of the moral part of society, against Mr. Sher- 
win’s Song, into which he has thou 
blasphemous oaths, and has repeatedthem before you in an encore; 
if this daring violation of all decorum is tamely submitted to, what 
may we not se pest As supporters of the legitimate drama, and 
as guardians of the moral, order of society, | call upon you most 


solemnly to express by your marked disapprobation, your sense of 
this abominable insult, and by your voices rescue the legitimate 
performance of this Evening from the foulest stain that was ever 
cast upon it ina British Theatre.” 


ght proper to introduce four - 
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.,. Seareely had these words been jutterred, when subh an uproar took 
place as is seldom witnessed, -catcalls, hisses, and cheers, produced 
a coheatenation of sounds not to be exceeded even by the confusion 
of Babel. A fellow’ burst open the door of the box, and collared the 
Editor, and the moment he was in.the lobby, several officers from the 
Barracks, (who are permitted to turn the Theatre into a V\ estminster 
Pit, by smoaking and swearing in the dress circle) seized upon the 
Editor in. the _bull-dog way, .knocked him down and trampled 
upon him—Reader mark! a band of troopers of his Majesty, against 
ONE unarmed citizen!!! glorious and gallant exploit, worthy in- 
deed to be thandéd* down to posterity! these valorous chieftains 
were stoutly aided and assisted by several dandy yvuths of the 
first “ Rank and Fashion,” making the odds about forty to one! An 
appeal was made to them as Englishmen, on the cowardice of their 
conduct, of which.they appeared to be heartily ashamed, and left the 
way open for egress without further personal violence, Note.—If 
the pinay gentleman who had his Latioktes, rasped, will do the 
Editor the favour to call upon him, he shall be supplied with a guan- 





.tum sufficit of Emplastrum Adhesivum Gratis ! 





One word to the Manager—We thank him for his lenity an cal- 


ling out “ don’t hurt him much, because if you do, we shall catch 
it.on the Osserver.—We, understood the sneer, and throw back 
the sarcasm with contempt and bitter scorn ; his place in such a 
fracas should have been on the stage, and not in the lobby, apolo- 
gising tothe audience for having suffered Mr. Sherwin to sing the 
obnoxious song, and to have caused him to have been withdrawn 
the moment the encore was opposed. If the Manager fancies that 


he can put down opposition where opposition is required, he is 


. 









mistaken ; we have yet to learn by what law or authority a Bri- 
tish subject is to be dragooned into submission, and whether, for- 
sooth, he has the power to cause Genddrmes to be active in a civil 
affray, tnebriated, and making use of language that would dis- 
grace the followers of Billingsgate. The system that is pursued 
at the Norwich Theatre, cannot fail in the end to ruin the trea- 
sury, and bring odium on tts once renowned and respectable 
establishment—we are no saints, nor puritans, but oaths on 
the stage,and the obscene expressions loudly uttered, almost every 
evening, in the slips and gullery, of which little notice appear to 
be taken by the officers toned: there, will most effectually do the 


. business. 





To Corespondents,—We have wo room forall we had to say on the Theatrical bu- 

ringss in general, wejshall be obtiged to any of our friends to give us their opinion, 

whether we were right ,9F wadng in eur,opposition on Monday night—their letters 

whether for or agaipst.us shall he. inserted with the strictest regard to impartiality. 
ma tT ees ht Beit a, See eee 
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